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1. Introduction 

1.1. About this Document 

This document is targeted at customers upgrading to LocatorHub 5.3.  

The document provides specific advice to customers who are using the AddressBase 

or AddressBase Plus locators who will be required to upgrade to 5.3 to continue to 

use these datasets following the schema changes in September 2015. 

1.2. Summary of Changes at 5.3 

1.2.1. AddressBase Schema changes 

LocatorHub 5.3 will support the new schemas for the AddressBase and AddressBase 

Plus products which were introduced by the OS at Epoch 35 (24th September 2015).  

For further information on the schema changes please refer to the Ordnance Survey 

website.  (Note: AddressBase Premium schema will be changing in March 2016 and 

there will be another release of LocatorHub to support these schema changes.) 

You will need to use LocatorHub 5.2 (or below) to process AddressBase and 

AddressBase Plus up to and including the Epoch 34 release (13th August 2015). 

You will require LocatorHub 5.3 (or above) to process AddressBase and AddressBase 

Plus from Epoch 35 (24th September 2015). 

See section 2 for further information on the recommended upgrade process. 

1.2.2. AddressBase Premium Locator Changes 

At LocatorHub 5.2 SP3 Hotfix 2, there was a change made to enable the ability to set 

how the Locator Description output field is sourced based on either the LPI/Street 

Description or the DPA fields. Using a Group Merge locator of the AddressBase 

Premium Address and DPA targets and setting both to output LPI/Street descriptions, 

will force LocatorHub to merge the two pick lists generated from the targets into one 

single pick list. 

 Note 1: Setting the new property to output a DPA based description will not 

necessarily de-duplicate across the pick lists as not all BLPUs/LPIs have an 
associated DPA record.  

 Note 2: When LocatorHub 5.3 is deployed (without applying 5.2 SP3 HF2), 

AddressBase Premium Statistics have to be rebuilt. If you do not do this the 

AddressBase Premium Locator will not work. 

1.2.3. Database Support 

At the 5.3 release we have added support for: 

 Oracle 12c 

 SQL Server 2014 

and we have removed support for: 

 Oracle 10g (which is no longer supported by Oracle) 

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-and-government/help-and-support/products/addressbase-webinars-2015.html
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-and-government/help-and-support/products/addressbase-webinars-2015.html
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Please ensure that you are using a supported database management system before 

upgrading to LocatorHub 5.3.  The supported databases for the 5.3 release are: 

 Microsoft SQL Server 2008 R2 (supported) 

 Microsoft SQL Server 2012 (supported)  

 Microsoft SQL Server 2012 R2 (supported)  

 Microsoft SQL Server 2014 (recommended)  

 Oracle 11g (supported) 

 Oracle 12c (recommended) 

1.2.4. QAS Support 

At the 5.3 release we have added support for QAS NameTracer APR dataset (while 

continuing to support the QAS Names Tracer GBR dataset). 

We have retired support for the QAS Pro and QAS Pro Web products. 

1.2.5. Other changes 

We have made number of bug fixes and enhancements.  Full details are provided in 

the product release notes which are provided with the release. 
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2. Recommended Process for 

Schema changes 

2.1. Decision to upgrade 

You will need to upgrade to LocatorHub 5.3 if any of the following apply: 

 You are using the AddressBase locator and wish to continue applying updates 

from the OS 

 You are using the AddressBase Plus Locator and wish to continue applying 

updates from the OS 

2.2. When to upgrade 

You will need to upgrade after you have processed Epoch 34 data and before the 

release of the Epoch 35 data in the new schema. 

2.3. Planning your upgrade 

You will need to plan your upgrade to 5.3 carefully, we recommend you take the 

following steps to allow continued use of AddressBase Locators during the switch to 

the new format: 

1. Install LocatorHub on a different server to the web server (LocatorHub 5.2 

and 5.3 cannot be installed side by side). 

2. Perform a New Load and Statistics build of Epoch 35 to a separate area within 

the database to the original AddressBase load. This can either be a new 

database, new schema or differing table prefix to the original load. 

3. Install LocatorHub 5.3 on the Web Server, and create a new locator pointing 

at the new data load. Update any clients that use direct connect to the 

AddressBase database. 

4. It is possible to continue using LocatorHub 5.2 clients against a 5.3 web 

server when using the SOAP/REST endpoints. However, clients should be 

upgraded as soon as possible 

Note: We recommend that you perform the data load on a separate TEST/STAGE 

system, as appropriate, to allow integration testing with your client applications. 

2.4. Change only updates 

There will be no Change Only Updates at the Epoch 35 release so it will be necessary 

to do a full load of the data for your area of interest.   

If you need to know what has changed between Epoch 34 and Epoch 35 you will be 

able to use the LAST_UPDATE_DATE.  We understand that the Ordnance Survey will 

provide further information on the details in due course. 

 


